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Dear reader, having followed the footsteps of our Lord thru the eyes of Matthew, let us now turn to Mark’s account. We will not expect to see a repeat of Matthew … why the need for a second duplicate narrative? Matthew’s objective was to prove that the qualifications for Messiah and King had been met in Jesus. Let us now seek to understand Mark’s purpose in writing.

CHAPTER 1

The beginning of the evangel 1:1
The beginning of the evangel of Jesus Christ, Son of God, as it is written in Isaiah the prophet.1:1 For Mark the beginning of the good news is the ministry of John the baptist. No genealogy! No birth narrative! For Matthew these elements were crucial. But Mark obviously has no need for these explanations to satisfy his purpose in writing. 
John the Baptist 1:2
I am dispatching My messenger before Thy face, who shall be constructing Thy road in front of Thee. Malachi 3:1 The voice of one imploring: ‘In the wilderness make ready the road of the Lord! Straight … be making the highways’ of Him!  Isaiah 40:3 And so a word from two prophets introduces the story of John the baptist.
John comes heralding a baptism of repentance for the pardon of sins. He baptizes those who come confessing their sins. He announces that One will come after him Who is stronger, Who will baptize in holy spirit while John can baptize only in water. Paul will later teach that there is only one baptism.Eph 4:5 In John’s day this baptism is of water, but he speaks of a day when a new baptism will come; a baptism of holy spirit.

Jesus is baptized by John, and as He steps out of the water He sees the heavens rent and the spirit as a dove descends and remains on Him. A voice from out of the heavens declares, Thou art My Son, the Beloved; in Thee I delight.
Trial in the wilderness 1:12
The spirit ejects Jesus into the wilderness and He undergoes trial by Satan for forty days. Satan is simply a transliteration of the Hebrew word satan which means adversary. In Matthew’s account of this same episode we see the word diabolos which is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew satan, and which also means adversary.
Jesus heralds the evangel of the kingdom 1:14
After John’s death, Jesus comes into Galilee heralding the evangel of the kingdom of God. Fulfilled is the era, and near is the kingdom of God! Repent, and believe in the evangel! Observe that the kingdom is near. It is not yet here. And the message concerning the kingdom is closely associated with repentance and believing in the news that Jesus is proclaiming. For Israel it is not simply a matter of faith or belief, but repentance and a changed behavior (works) to become ready to enter the kingdom when it is restored upon the earth.
Jesus calls disciples to follow; Simon and Andrew, James and John. He teaches in the synagogue and those hearing are astonished, for He teaches as One having authority, not as the scribes.
Healings 1:23
In the synagogue Jesus casts an unclean spirit out of a man. The audience is in awe, noting the authority Jesus has to cause the spirits to obey Him. Tidings concerning Him spread into the whole country about Galilee.

He heals Simon’s mother-in-law who was sick with a fever. The crowd brings to Jesus all who have an illness or demons. He cures many and He casts out many demons. But He does not let the demons speak for they were aware that He is the Christ. Why? Could it be that the timing is not yet right? Or perhaps it is because He wants the people to recognize Him as the Christ through His own words and works, and not thru the testimony of demons.
The purpose of His ministry 1:35
He rises early and goes to a desolate place to pray. When the disciples find Him and report that all are seeking Him, Jesus replies, We may be going elsewhere, into the next towns, that there also I should be heralding; for for this I came out. Observe:

His ministry is not for the purpose of healing and casting out demons but to HERALD His message. This primary mission is accompanied by healing and the casting out of demons.
Miracles will validate His identity and authority, but His purpose is to herald the message He is commissioned to proclaim. And remember that His message concerns the evangel of the kingdom of God.1:14 The kingdom is near.

The kingdom
Think back to the days of David and Solomon when the kingdom established by God was at its peak. But then came division and rebellion and exile. The prophets promised restoration of the kingdom and a return to the land. This is the expectation of Israel. Now comes the Son of God (Jesus) to prepare the sheep of Israel to enter the kingdom when it is restored. It is near, and His evangel prepares Israel for the day when the kingdom is restored. But observe that repentance and belief are closely tied to His message. Will Israel believe as He heralds this good news? Will they repent and prepare themselves to enter the coming kingdom?
And so He goes into the synagogues in all of Galilee, heralding and casting out demons.
Healings 1:40
Jesus cleanses a leper and instructs him not to say anything to anyone but to go to the priest to be declared clean. But the leper tells others, and word of his cleansing spreads so that Jesus can no longer enter a city but must remain outside in desolate places. They come to Him from everywhere. Could this be the reason He did not want word to spread concerning His miraculous deeds, as it impairs His ability to move about and continue the proclamation of His message?
CHAPTER 2

Jesus heals a paralytic who is lowered into the house. He sees their faith and says to the paralytic, pardoned you are your sins. Some scribes reason in their hearts that Jesus blasphemes as only God can pardon sins. Jesus recognizes in His spirit what they are thinking and He replies, What is easier, to be saying to the paralytic, Pardoned are your sins, or to be saying, Rouse and pick up your pallet and walk? He instructs the paralytic to rouse and walk, and he is healed. All are amazed and glorify God.
Jesus comes out beside the sea and teaches the throng.
Again we pause and take notice that Jesus’ ministry consists of proclaiming, and His proclaiming is closely connected with healings and casting out demons which validates His authority.

Opposition 2:14
He passes the tribute office and calls Levi to follow. They meet at Levi’s house where tribute collectors and sinners gather along with Jesus’ disciples. The scribes question why Jesus would eat and drink with tribute collectors and sinners and Jesus replies, No need have the strong of a physician, but those having an illness. I did not come to call the just, but sinners.
Jesus is questioned why His disciples do not fast as the disciples of John and the Pharisees. Jesus replies that there is no need for the sons of the bridal chamber to fast when the bridegroom is with them, but days will come when the bridegroom is taken away and they will fast.
He tells them that no one would sew an unshrunk patch on an old cloak, as this would cause an even larger tear in the cloak. Likewise no one would put fresh wine into old wine skins as it would burst the wine skins. Fresh wine is put into new wine skins.
The Pharisees question why Jesus’ disciples pluck ears of corn on the sabbath as it is not allowed. But Jesus reminds them that David ate show bread which was only permitted for the priests. The sabbath came because of mankind, and not mankind because of the sabbath, so that the Son of Mankind is Lord of the sabbath. Observe that Jesus is referred to here as the Son of Man, emphasizing His solidarity with mankind.

CHAPTER 3

In the synagogue Jesus heals a man with a withered hand. To His critics He asks, Is it allowed on the Sabbath to do good or to do evil, a soul to save or to kill? The Pharisees consult with the Herodians to destroy Him. 
The game is afoot. Jesus proclaims the message entrusted to Him, preparing Israel for the coming kingdom, but the leaders of Israel work against Him and now seek to destroy Him.

Jesus retires with His disciples to the sea and a vast multitude from Galilee follow Him. He warns those who had been healed not to make Him manifest.
Disciples called 3:13
Of the disciples He names twelve apostles that they may be with Him and that He may commission them to herald, to have authority to cure diseases and to cast out demons. He gives Simon the name Peter, and James and John He names Boanerges, or Sons of Thunder. The remaining apostles are Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James of Alpheus, Thaddeus, Simon the Canaanite and Judas Iscariot who gives Him up.

Opposition 3:22
The scribes say that Jesus is controlled by Beelzeboul and that He is casting out demons by the chief of demons. He replies in parables, saying to them, How can Satan be casting out Satan? If a kingdom is parted against itself it is not able to stand. If Satan rose against himself and is divided, he would not be able to stand and would be finished. But no one is able to enter the house of the strong one to plunder his gear, if ever he should not first be binding the strong one. And then he will be plundering his house.
The unpardoned sin 3:28
All shall be pardoned the sons of mankind, the penalties of the sins and the blasphemies … yet whoever should be blaspheming against the holy spirit is having no pardon for the eon, but is liable to the eonian penalty for the sin – for they said, An unclean spirit has he. What is the unpardoned sin (commonly called the “unpardonable” sin)? Observe from this context that it is the failure to recognize the holy spirit at work, and instead to credit the work to another (an unclean spirit). Yet even this sin carries an eonian penalty (i.e. for the eon or eons) and not an endless or “eternal” penalty.
When Jesus is informed that His mother and brothers have come He replies, whoever should be doing the will of God, this one is My brother and sister and mother.
CHAPTER 4

Parables 4:1
Beside the sea Jesus teaches many things in parables. The parable of the sower reveals that much of the seed (the word) is snatched up by Satan or ignored by those who are more concerned with the worries of this eon and the seduction of riches. But some assent to the word and bear much fruit.
When His disciples ask about the parables He tells them: To you the secret of the kingdom of God has been given, yet to those outside, all is occurring in parables, that, observing, they may be observing and may not be perceiving, and hearing, they may be hearing and not be understanding, lest at some time they should be turning about, and they may be pardoned the penalties of their sins.
Observe that the purpose of parables is not to teach in a way that makes the message easier to understand. The purpose is to CONCEAL.

But why would Jesus not want all to understand and turn about (repent) and be pardoned? Could it be that to enter the kingdom the Lord wants only those who are willing to set aside the things of this world and focus on the things of God? Still, it is interesting that even His closest followers did not understand the meaning of the parable of the sower until Jesus explained it to them. 
In rapid succession we see two short parables. The lamp is not coming to be hidden, but to be placed on a lampstand.  Nothing is hidden except it will be manifested. And beware what you are hearing; how you measure it. He who has, more will be given. But he who has not, even what he has will be taken from him.

In the parable of the harvest the kingdom of God is likened to seed cast on the earth. The seed grows when the man is not aware, and when it becomes fruit it is harvested.

In the parable of the mustard seed the seed is very small but it becomes greater than all the greens.

Jesus speaks in parables; yet privately He explains all to His disciples.

A miracle 4:35
While on the ship a storm comes and Jesus calms the sea. But He rebukes the disciples. Why are you so timid? How is it you have no faith? The disciples are afraid and ask one another who Jesus is that even the wind and sea obey Him? It seems this is a part of their training process. The disciples learn that Jesus not only has the authority and ability to bring healing; He also has authority over the laws of nature.

CHAPTER 5

Healings 5:1
In Gergesenes Jesus casts out an unclean spirit from a man who had been living among the tombs. Observe that when the man first sees Jesus he runs and worships Him, acknowledging that He is the Son of God and asking that Jesus not torment him. So worship need not occur in a “holy place” or in a corporate setting. Here there is no assembly. There is no music. Study the word worship throughout the Scriptures and you will find that it simply means a “coming toward” the object of worship. There is no need to “go to church” to worship.
Observe also that even unclean spirits recognize Jesus as the Son of God, and they acknowledge His authority over the spirit realm. And it is revealing that when Jesus casts the spirits into a herd of hogs which immediately run into the sea and are drowned, the herders ask Jesus to leave the area. They are more concerned with the temporal (their herd of hogs) than with the Son of God.

The demoniac wants to leave with Jesus on the ship but Jesus tells him to return home and report whatever the Lord has done for you and how He is merciful to you. When the man does so, all who hear these things in Decapolis marvel.
As throngs follow Jesus everywhere He goes, a woman is healed who has had a hemorrhage for twelve years and who simply touches Jesus’ cloak. Having felt the power go out of Him, Jesus says to the woman, Daughter, your faith has saved you. What does saved mean in this context? Saved from what? The woman is saved from her disease and therefore she is saved from death which would result from her disease. Dear reader, note this …

When we encounter the word SAVED we must always ask; what is the person being saved from? What does “saved” mean in this context?
Jairus, a chief of the synagogue whose daughter has taken ill, approaches Jesus and asks that He come and save his daughter. By the time Jesus arrives the girl has died, but Jesus replies: Do not fear. Only believe. Jesus enters the house with only Peter, James and John, and tells those inside that the little girl did not die, but is drowsing. (While the child had literally died, Jesus relates death to sleep; something that is not permanent as it, too, is overcome by the power of God.) Some inside ridicule Jesus at His words, and He ejects those that do so. Jesus tells the girl to rouse, and she rises and walks about. After Jesus restores life to Jairus’ daughter He cautions them not to tell anyone.
Why would Jesus ask the demoniac to return home and tell everyone what had happened, yet to those observing the restoration of Jairus’ daughter He cautions not to tell anyone? We may deduce that while He is still in the area Jesus does not want the word to grow too quickly as it would prevent Him from continuing with His ministry and mission in that vicinity.
CHAPTER 6

In His own country 6:1
In His own country Jesus teaches in the synagogue. The majority is astonished at His wisdom and powerful deeds, but they are snared. Is He not the artisan; the son of Mary? Is He not the brother of James, Joseph, Judas and Simon? Jesus says to them, A prophet is not dishonored except in his own country and among his relatives and in his home. He could not do any powerful deeds there except curing a few who are ailing. Observe:
Miracles are connected with belief. As belief in Jesus and His coming kingdom message grows, miracles increase. But as doubt enters, miracles begin to decrease.

He continues about the villages around, teaching.
Commissioning of the Twelve 6:7
He gives to the Twelve authority over unclean spirits, and He sends them out two by two. They are to take nothing with them. If any do not receive them or hear them they are to leave. More tolerable will it be for Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judging than for that city. Observe:
This commissioning and authority is given only to the Twelve and not to all disciples or all who believe. We must take care not to extend directives or promises to a broader group (such as “the church”) when they were made to a specific group in a specific era. This is what Paul meant when He instructed the ecclesia to “rightly divide” God’s Word. (2 Timothy 2:15)
The Twelve go out heralding and calling for repentance. They cast out many demons and cure many by rubbing them with oil. Herod hears these things and believes John the baptist has been roused from the dead, for John had been beheaded by Herod’s order. Others think it is Elijah or one of the prophets.

Miracles 6:35
Jesus multiplies five cakes of bread and two fishes to feed 5000. He walks on the water. At first His disciples think He is a phantom and are afraid. When He comes aboard the ship the wind flags and they are amazed. They had not understood as to the bread; their heart was calloused. In Gennesaret any having an illness were brought to Him. Wherever He went, all who touched His cloak were saved.
CHAPTER 7

Criticism 7:1
Pharisees and scribes come from Jerusalem and ask why His disciples are not walking in accord with the tradition of the elders, as they do not wash their hands before eating. But the Pharisees and scribes had repudiated the precepts of God while holding the tradition of men. They invalidate the word of God by their tradition.
Observe this lesson concerning the precepts of God as contrasted with the traditions of men, and consider the contrast between the precepts of God and religious rules and teachings within the organized churches of our day.
How many things are taught in churches today as being precepts of God, when in fact they are traditions of men? Drinking? Smoking? Baptism requirements? Sabbath keeping for the body of Christ? Church-going? Are these based on a correct, “rightly divided”2 Tim 2:15 interpretation of the Scriptures, or man-made traditions?
Jesus tells the throng that nothing outside of a man can contaminate him by going in – only those things going out of a man contaminate him. His disciples later ask about the meaning of this parable. Jesus explains that the things taken into the man are processed and the waste expelled. But that coming out of a man comes from his heart – evil reasonings, prostitutions, thefts, murders, adulteries, greed, wickedness, guile, wantonness, a wicked eye, calumny, pride, imprudence.7:22-23 (So while we see different “administrations” in the Scriptures from one era to the next, this list would seem to be representative of things that are inappropriate behaviors in God’s eyes in any era.)
Miracles -- including one that benefits a non-Israelite 7:24
In the frontiers of Tyre and Sidon a Greek woman from Syro-Phoenicia brings her daughter with an unclean spirit to Jesus. He says to her, Let first the children be satisfied, for it is not ideal to take the children’s bread and cast it to the puppies. The woman notes that even puppies eat scraps from under the table, and Jesus responds by casting the out the demon.
Observe that the actions of Jesus have benefited a Gentile, but only after resistance on His part. HE HAD COME FOR THE SHEEP OF ISRAEL. That was His commission.

This does not mark a new direction for Jesus’ ministry, as He will continue to go strictly to the sheep of Israel. But because of this woman’s faith and persistence, in this instance she is granted the healing she requests. Gentiles are only benefactors of Jesus ministry indirectly; because of Israel. They receive, as this woman puts it, scraps from under Israel’s table.

Jesus heals a deaf stammerer and instructs those witnessing to tell no one, but they herald it more exceedingly. 
CHAPTER 8

He feeds 4000 8:1
The Pharisees ask for a sign, trying Him; but no sign is given.

Beware of the leaven 8:14
Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod. They think Jesus is speaking of literal bread and point out they have nothing to eat. Why are you reasoning that you have no bread? Not as yet are you apprehending, neither understanding? Still calloused is your heart? Having eyes, are you not observing? And having ears, are you not hearing? At this point in the journey the disciples still fail to understand the message Jesus is proclaiming thru word and deed, and they continue to require explanation from the Lord. 
A blind man is healed.

Who do you say that I am? 8:27
Some are saying He is John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others that He is one of the prophets. Jesus asks, Who are you saying that I am? Peter replies, Thou art the Christ, the Son of God. And He tells them not to tell anyone. Jesus has tested the waters. Are His disciples beginning to fully grasp His identity after hearing His words and seeing His miraculous deeds? 

Immediately Jesus begins preparing them for what lies ahead. The Son of Mankind must be suffering much and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes, and be killed and after three days rise. Peter objects, most assuredly with the highest of motives. He does not want His Lord to suffer and die. But despite his motives, Peter is rebuked: Go behind Me satan! for you are not disposed to that which is of God but that which is of men. Remember that satan means adversary. When Peter wishes to implement his own intentions in place of the intentions of God, he is acting as an adversary to God.

On following 8:34
If anyone is wanting to come after Me, let him renounce himself and pick up his cross and follow Me. For whosoever may be wanting to save his soul will be destroying it, yet whoever shall be destroying his soul on account of Me and of the evangel will be saving it. For what is it benefiting a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? 
The soul is the consciousness aspect of life. The soul was generated when God took mere soil and animated it with His spirit. Joining the spirit and soil to create the soul (consciousness/life) can be compared with applying electricity to a filament to produce light. 
To gain the world (worldly gain) and forfeit the soul (conscious life) refers to forfeiting life in the eon/age to come when Christ restores the kingdom upon the earth. But this does not mean the offender will forfeit life at a future time when all is restored at the end of the eons as described in 1 Corinthians 15 when God becomes All in all.
CHAPTER 9

Transfiguration 9:1
Jesus tells the disciples, There are some of those standing here who under no circumstances should be tasting death till they should be perceiving the kingdom of God having come in power. Peter, James and John witness the transfiguration and hear a voice from out of the cloud saying, This is My Son, the Beloved. Hear Him. Jesus tells them to tell no one until the Son of Mankind arises from the dead.
Healing 9:14
A man with an unclean spirit approaches Jesus and asks, If Thou art in any way able to help us … But Jesus asks the man, Why the if? You are able to believe. All is possible to him who is believing. And the man responds, I am believing! Help my unbelief! Jesus casts out the unclean spirit, which His disciples had been unable to do. Jesus tells them, This species can come out by nothing except prayer.
Who is the greatest? 9:33
On the road the disciples argue who is the greatest. If anyone is wanting to be first, he will be last of all, and servant of all. … Whoever should be receiving one of such little children in My name, is receiving Me, and whoever may be receiving Me is not receiving Me, but Him Who commissions Me. 
Here we see Mark’s unique perspective as shared in his gospel account … to portray Jesus as a servant.

We also note from these words that Jesus is not acting on His own or in accord with His own will. He is acting in accord with God the Father Who has commissioned Him.

Some were casting out demons who were not followers. Jesus tells His disciples not to forbid them, for he who is not against us is for us.
Don’t be a snare 9:42
Jesus warns against snaring the little ones who are believing. It is better to cut off one’s hands, feet or eyes than to be cast into Gehenna and the unextinguished fire. Observe that these words pertain to those hoping to enter the kingdom when it is restored upon the earth. This has nothing to do with faith; it is entirely works-based. Observe also that it is not an “unquenchable fire” but a fire that is, at least for the time period mentioned, unextinguished. And note that Gehenna is not “hell” as found in many Bible translations, but a physical location outside of Jerusalem that is used as a landfill and where fires continue to burn. [See Hell in the Glossary for more information on Gehenna.]
CHAPTER 10

Jesus is tested 10:1
The Pharisees test Jesus regarding divorce. Jesus points out that the precept permitting divorce that came thru Moses was a concession because of man’s hardheartedness, Yet from the beginning of creation God makes them male and female. On this account a man will be leaving his father and mother and will be joined to his wife, and the two will be one flesh. … What God, then, yokes together, let not man be separating. So God’s desire is for there to be no divorce, though it is permitted within the Law due to man’s hardheartedness. While the body of Christ is not under the Law (it was given only to Israel), and while those who have been divorced should not be judged, it is obvious that God’s desire is for there to be no divorce. And we also observe here that marriage is between a man and a woman, not two of the same sex.

Let the children come to me 10:13
Do not forbid them, for of such is the kingdom of God. Whoever should not be receiving the kingdom of God as a little child, may under no circumstances be entering into it.

The rich man 10:17
A rich man asks Jesus what he must do to be enjoying the allotment of life eonian. Despite the fact that he is keeping the precepts, Jesus tells the man he still lacks one thing: Go. Whatever you have, sell, and be giving to the poor, and you will be having treasure in heaven. But the man went away in sorrow, for he had many acquisitions. Easier is it for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to be entering into the kingdom of God. The disciples ask, then, who can be saved. With men it is impossible, but not with God, for all is possible with God. 
It would seem that the requirements to enter the kingdom are so difficult that none can enter, which prompts the question from His disciples. Could this be displaying to us the real reason for the law and precepts … to show man his inability to meet the standards of righteousness and to cause him to see the need for God’s grace?

Reward for those making sacrifices 10:31
Those who leave houses, family, fields on My account and on account of the evangel … will be having life eonian in the coming eon. Observe carefully the word structure. The coming eon shows us clearly that an eon (aion in the Greek) is a finite period of time. It is inferred that we are in the midst of an eon and there is a coming eon. Life eonian refers to life in the eon that is to come. Jesus had come to proclaim the coming kingdom to Israel, and those that made sacrifices for His sake and for the sake of the evangel (the good news concerning the coming kingdom) would have life in the coming eon when the kingdom is established upon the earth.

Jesus tells of His impending death 10:33
The Son of Mankind will be given up to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will be condemning Him to death; and He will be raised after three days.

James and John ask to be seated on either side of Jesus when He comes in His glory, but Jesus tells them it is not His to give such a reward. This authority belongs to the Father. Furthermore, it is not as with the chiefs of the nations. For even the Son of Mankind came, not to be served, but to serve, and to give His soul a ransom for many.
To give His soul! If we think that losing one’s soul is a permanent condition that results in the soul spending eternity in the torments of hell, look closely here.

Jesus gave His soul as a ransom; yet He did not lose His soul for eternity in the process. To lose one’s soul simply means to lose one’s life, as the soul is the consciousness aspect of life. Jesus gave up His soul (life) in the present age when He was crucified; but He regained His soul (life) when resurrected by the power of God. Also observe in these words the purpose for which Mark writes. The Son of Mankind came not to be served, but to serve. The Son of Man is a servant. Those who follow are to have a servant’s heart.
Jesus heals a blind man (Bar-Timeus).

CHAPTER 11

Triumphal entry 11:1
Jesus makes His triumphal entry into Jerusalem. Many followers proclaim, Blessed be the coming kingdom of our father David in the name of the Lord! 
This was the expectation of Israel. Not “going to heaven” but a restoration of David’s kingdom. Not a kingdom that was already in place, but the kingdom to come upon the earth “as it is in heaven.”

Jesus curses a fig tree that has nothing but leaves. And though it was not the season of figs, Jesus tells them, By no means may anyone still be eating fruit of you for the eon. This appears to be a figurative reference to Israel’s rejection of the kingdom. There would be no fruit in the present eon. It would not be until the eon to come, when Christ returns and establishes the kingdom upon the earth, that there would be fruit.
Those buying and selling Jesus casts out of the sanctuary.
The chief priests and scribes seek how to destroy Jesus because they fear Him, for the entire throng is astonished at His teaching.

Along the way the disciples see the fig tree that Jesus had cursed. It was withered from the roots, and they are amazed. Jesus instructs them, If you have faith of God, verily, I am saying to you that whosoever may be saying to this mountain, Be picked up and cast into the sea, and may not be doubting in his heart, but should be believing that what he is speaking is occurring, it shall be his, whatsoever he may be saying. Therefore I am saying to you, All, whatever you are praying and requesting, be believing that you obtained, and it will be yours.11:24 Jesus also instructs them that when praying they must forgive, else the Father will not forgive them. 
These instructions for faith and prayer are not a blank check for all peoples in all ages … that whatever is asked for will be received as long as there is unwavering faith. Jesus was speaking to the Twelve. And these remarks are related to the coming kingdom; a kingdom that will physically come upon the earth, where earthly healings, signs and wonders were a part of the evangel being proclaimed. But later, in Paul’s ministry, when Israel is temporarily set aside and when Paul shares the evangel intended for the body of Christ, grace is sufficient. Within the body of Christ our expectation is not the kingdom to come upon the earth, but we await our Lord’s call to join Him in the heavens where we will serve Him. Logically, earth-bound signs and wonders do not relate to the evangel intended for the body of Christ in our present era. Our expectation is not upon this earth as is the case with Israel.
The chief priests and scribes challenge Jesus: By what authority are you doing these things? He refuses to respond to their question.

CHAPTER 12

Parable 12:1
Jesus shares the parable of the vineyard owner. The farmers mistreat the owner’s servants and kill his son. Therefore the owner will destroy the farmers and will give the vineyard to others. They seek to hold Jesus but are afraid of the throng, for they understood that the parable referred to them.

Jesus tested 12:13
The Pharisees test Jesus relative to the poll tax. The Sadducees test Jesus regarding the resurrection. A scribe tests Him regarding the most important precept. When the scribe agrees that Jesus responded ideally, Jesus tells him, Not far are you from the kingdom of God. And no one inquired of Him further.

Jesus takes the offensive, asking how the scribes can say that Christ is the Son of David when David called Him Lord. Beware of the Scribes, who want to walk in robes, and want salutations in the markets, and front seats in the synagogues. These will be getting more excessive judgment.
Jesus observes the poor widow’s offering and notes that she contributed more than any. She gave all that she had; her whole livelihood. Others simply gave out of their excess.

CHAPTER 13

Olivet discourse 13:1
Jesus tells His disciples the great buildings in Jerusalem will be destroyed. He then speaks of the end times. Many will come in My name and will deceive many. Battles and tidings of battles. Nation roused against nation; kingdom against kingdom. Quakes. Famines and disturbances. This is just the beginning. They shall be giving you up. To all the nations first must be heralded the evangel. Brother will give up brother to death. You will be hated by all because of My name. Yet he who endures to the end shall be saved. When you see the abomination of desolation declared by Daniel the prophet, flee into the mountains. There will be affliction such has not occurred. Except the Lord discounts the days, no flesh at all would be saved. There will be false christs and false prophets, giving signs and miracles. The sun will be darkened; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. And then shall they be seeing the Son of Mankind coming in the clouds with much power and glory.
Learn a parable from the fig tree. When the bough is tender and the leaves sprout, summer is near. By no means may this generation be passing by until the time when all these things may be occurring.13:30
The things Jesus describes should have occurred in that generation, but He goes on to warn that no one knows the time. It is a secret that God has not confided to anyone; not even Jesus. Jesus reveals nothing about the delay that has occurred in the past 2000 years; a delay that resulted from Israel’s rejection of the kingdom but that was in fact God’s intention, resulting in a far greater grace that benefits all mankind. The present generation may not pass until these things may be occurring, but in reality the generation did pass. Following Israel’s rejection of the kingdom there has been a pause that was not revealed, and was not known to Jesus. And 2000 years later we await the final days of God’s plan that will result in the reconciliation of all mankind.

No one knows the day or hour; not the messengers nor the Son, but only the Father. Watch; for you are not aware when the lord of the house is coming.

CHAPTER 14

Passover 14:1
As Passover nears, the chief priests and scribes seeks to kill Him. Jesus is anointed by a woman. Judas agrees to betray Him. He celebrates the Passover with the Twelve. He tells of His impending death and resurrection. After my rousing I shall be preceding you into Galilee. He predicts Peter’s denial.

Gethsemane 14:32
Judas betrays Him. Jesus is arrested and taken before Caiaphas, the chief priest, who asks, Are you the Christ, the Son of God, the Blessed? Jesus replies: I am; and you shall be seeing the Son of Mankind sitting at the right hand of power and coming with the clouds of heaven. The chief priest alleges that Jesus is guilty of blasphemy and deserving of death. 
Some say this proves that Jesus has claimed to be God, but a charge of blasphemy does not mean one has claimed to be God the Father. Blasphemos in the Greek simply means to “calumniate” or to make false or defamatory statements. If the chief priest felt Jesus was claiming to be the Christ (Messiah) and the Son of God, he would view this as a false or defamatory statement and therefore blasphemy. Jesus is not here saying, “I am the same person as God the Father.” As a matter of fact, He goes out of His way throughout the gospels to say that He is lesser than God the Father, and simply “commissioned” by God the Father.
Peter denies Jesus.

CHAPTER 15

Trial 15:1
Jesus appears before Pilate. When given a choice to release one prisoner, the chief priests excite the throng to call for Bar-Abbas to be released and Jesus to be crucified. 
Crucifixion 15:15
As He dies, the curtain of the temple is rent in two, and the centurion observes, Truly, this Man was the Son of God. Joseph from Arimathea, who himself also was anticipating the kingdom of God coming,15:43 claims Jesus’ body and places Him in a tomb. 
Once again observe the expectation of those who believed Jesus; the kingdom of God coming upon the earth as it is in heaven … not “going to heaven.”

CHAPTER 16

Resurrection 16:1
Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Salome buy spices and come to the tomb to prepare Jesus’ body early in the morning on one of the Sabbaths. Not “Easter Sunday” morning, but on one of the Sabbaths. Remember that Israel observed a weekly Sabbath each Saturday, and every special Feast Day was also considered a Sabbath. 
They see a youth clothed in a white robe in the tomb, telling them: He was roused. He is not here. … Go, say to His disciples and to Peter, that He is preceding you into Galilee. 
He had risen in the morning in the first Sabbath16:9 and appeared first to Mary Magdalene. When she reports on His resurrection to others who were coming, they disbelieve. Jesus then manifests Himself in a different form to two who were walking, and when they report to the others they also disbelieve. Jesus is then manifested to the Eleven. He reproaches their unbelief and hardheartedness.

The “Great Commission” 16:15
Jesus says to them: Go into all the world; herald the evangel to the entire creation. He who believes and is baptized shall be saved, yet he who disbelieves shall be condemned. Jesus also tells them signs will occur among those who believe. They will cast out demons in His name; they will speak in new languages; they will pick up serpents without being harmed; they will place hands on the sick and they will be healed.

Observe that this commission is given only to the Eleven. Many today try to replicate these events, yet those with the strongest of faith often die when bitten by the serpent. And, as we will discuss when reviewing Paul’s later writings, languages (tongues) will cease and were not intended to be a permanent thing. Also observe that those condemned for not believing are not condemned “forever and ever,” for Paul will later reveal the consummation at the end of the ages when all are reconciled to God, when all knees are bowed, and when God becomes All in all (1 Corinthians 15). Remember as we read Mark, this is but a step in the process whereby God is working in accord with the counsel of His will to accomplish His desire and plan … the salvation of all.1 Timothy 2:4
Ascension. 16:19 
Jesus is taken up into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God. They come away and herald everywhere, and signs follow them.

RECAP
Mark’s account of the ministry of Jesus when He walked the earth … a ministry to Israel and not the Gentile nations or the body of Christ. Rightly divide the Scriptures.(2 Timothy 2:15)  All Scripture is inspired (2 Timothy 3:16) but we must observe a pattern of sound words. (2 Timothy 1:13)
Brief and to the point. Fast paced and action packed. Filled with the connective immediately or straightway (eutheos and euthus in the Greek), we see Jesus moving quickly from one scene to the next. He comes into Galilee, enters Capernaum, goes beside the sea, ascends a mountain, enters into the country of Gergesenes, etc. 

Mark’s account covers many of the same events as Matthew but from a different perspective, for Mark has a different purpose. Matthew portrayed Jesus as Christ (Messiah) and King. For this reason we saw the extensive genealogy to prove that Jesus was qualified. And there were many references from Old Testament prophecy to show that Jesus fulfilled these prophecies. But Mark portrays Jesus as a servant; the Son of Man. There is no genealogy, as none is needed for his purpose.

According to E. W. Bullinger in The Companion Bible, Jesus is addressed as Lord 73 times in the other three gospel accounts (37 times by His disciples and 36 times by others). But in Mark He is referred to as Lord only 2 times, and in both instances after His resurrection. The focus is on His activities and movements. The word law does not occur in Mark, as the focus is on deeds and service.

We must remember that the four gospel accounts are not simply four duplicate narratives of the life of Jesus. They were not intended to be “harmonized” as many attempt to do. Each writer has a specific and singular purpose that determined his selection and arrangement of material. Matthew portrays Jesus as King, Mark as Servant, Luke as Man and John as Son of God.



This overview contains the thoughts and opinions of the author, and is considered by the author to be a work in progress as his study of the Scriptures continues. Some things that God has revealed are very clear. That Christ died for our sins; that He was entombed; and that He was roused (1 Cor 15:3) … this is clear. That all are to be ultimately reconciled to God thru the work of Christ is also very clear. (1 Cor 15:20-28)  But on many specifics in the Scriptures there are a variety of interpretations and opinions, and none should conclude they have the complete and final understanding on these matters that are less clear. The reader is encouraged to consider various opinions, but to study and to think for himself. Within the body of Christ we should study and discuss our understandings so as to mutually reach a more complete understanding of that which God has revealed.
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