
BIBLE VERSIONS



We recommend the “Concordant Literal New Testament” as the most faithful English translation available. The methodology used in developing this version eliminates the bias of the translator as much as is possible, remains as close to the original languages as possible, and includes a “Keyword Concordance” that allows the reader to trace each word back to the original Greek, thus checking the accuracy of the translation. This version is available thru www.concordant.org
GOD IS THE SAVIOR OF ALL (1 Tim 4:10)



The Bible, when correctly translated from the original languages & when closely studied, reveals to us that when the lake of fire has accomplished its work, ALL will be saved by the grace of God thru the work of Christ.

· God wills that all mankind be saved (1 Tim 2:4)

· God is operating all in accord with the counsel of His will (Ephesians 1:11)

This being the case, who can prevent God from accomplishing His will?
WE MISUNDERSTAND GOD’S WORD FOR TWO PRIMARY REASONS:



· Use of a “discordant” translation that translates very inconsistently, and has bias built-in to the translation itself. Such translations are not really translations, but interpretations. 

· Lumping all of God’s Word into one category, without considering the full context. Who is the passage speaking to? What are the  circumstances? Is this principle carried over to the present age, or was it strictly for the age during which it was delivered?  
THE CHURCH AT OUR HOME


Weekly Meetings: We meet weekly to study and discuss God’s Word, at our home in Wilmore KY (Tuesday evenings).
Annual Conference: We typically host an annual Bible Conference in the Lexington, Kentucky area in the Fall.
Web Site: We try to post helpful writings on our web site at www.GraceEvangel.org and encourage you to visit.
Start Your Own Home Church: We know there are not many churches open to discussing the Scriptures freely, outside the bounds of traditional teachings (many of which are simply the traditions of men, passed down thru the centuries, and with much error incorporated). We encourage you to start your own home church.

· Make a list of friends, neighbors, etc.

· Create a brochure or invitation card

· Select a day to begin

· Pass the word

· Visit our web site to find materials you may find helpful for Bible studies and discussions

· Start small, and encourage those who come to invite others

CONTACT US



Drop us a note at bob@GraceEvangel.org or Grace Evangel Fellowship, P O Box 6, Wilmore, KY 40390. Visit us at www.GraceEvangel.org
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Our Home Church


Greetings from the church at the house of:

Bob &  Jill Evely, Wilmore KY 
(See Romans 16:5).

We are not part of any organized church.
· We are one small part of the single, world-wide body of Christ. 
· We meet weekly in our home to study the Bible.
There is only one true Church. 
· It is not something to join or attend. 
· No creed or specific beliefs one must agree with. 
· It is invisible, and is not divided by any boundary. 
· There is a difference between this one true church, and the many “churches of man” that have organized and constructed belief systems and rules for religious conduct.

Our focus should not be on going to church. 
· It doesn’t matter if one goes to an organized church or not. What matters is that we who believe live as Christ’s ambassadors.

The Bible is 100% God’s Word.

· If one studies the Bible using a concordance, paying close attention to the context for any given Hebrew or Greek word found in the original languages, we will see perfection in God’s plan for His creation. 

· God reveals in the Bible that He is in the process of reconciling all mankind to Himself.
God spoke to Abraham and he believed.

· This belief was reckoned to him as righteousness.
· He did not fully understand all that God said, but he believed to the best of his understanding.

We can enjoy fellowship despite differences in understanding.
· With open minds, as we help one another better understand what God has revealed to us. 

And when we gather in any place and in any setting,

we are a fellowship of believers.

THE “ECCLESIA”



“Ecclesia” is the Greek word that is translated “church” in our modern translations. Unfortunately, most of our concepts about “The Church” come from history and tradition, and not from the word of God. 

Many churches today are involved in good works, but as "The Gospel" is preached these churches are breeding confusion. Many people turn away because they cannot accept the irrational and inconsistent teachings of the various churches of our day.

The Bible (and not “tradition”) should be our guide as to how we live our lives as a part of “the ecclesia.” Each individual must study & think for himself. Churches & preachers are teaching many contradictory things, and therefore some are obviously wrong!
[Write to us at bob@GraceEvangel.org and ask for a copy of our study on ecclesia; the word translated “church” in our Bibles.]

"BEING" THE CHURCH



An often asked question today is, "Where do you go to church?" Don’t feel guilty if you do not attend or become a member of an organized church. Whether one goes to church or not is not important ... the focus should be on BEING the church. 

    “For Christ, then, are we ambassadors, as of

     God entreating through us.”  (2 Cor 5:20)

As an ambassador represents his country through his words and actions, so also we represent God to the world around us in all that we say and do. We should be helping one another to become more effective ambassadors. Our emphasis should not be on going to church, or even taking part in the activities of a church. Instead, we emphasize BEING “the ecclesia.”
MEETING TOGETHER



It is good to meet together. But we need not meet in a specific building or on a particular day. The Jewish nation, and even the Jewish ecclesia, met in the temple and in synagogues. But when Paul revealed God’s new creation, the body of Christ, this ecclesia appears to have met primarily in homes. This is not to say that meeting in homes is the only way for a church to function, but it is the means most often modeled in the New Testament. And there is nothing in the Bible to command a Sunday “sabbath” for the body of Christ.

WE ARE A “FAMILY”



God’s Word tells us that members of the ecclesia are sons of God. God is our Heavenly Father, and we are His children. Within the ecclesia, then, we are brothers and sisters within a family ... the family of God. It is not so important that we call each other “brother” or “sister,” but that we live our lives as if we really believe this to be true.

Family members love one another, spend time together, pray for one another, and meet needs within the family. This is what we see modeled in the New Testament “ecclesia” (church).

If we can live our lives together in this fashion ... as a “functional family” ... being an ambassador for Christ & sharing the gospel would be a natural thing. No courses in evangelism would be necessary. The ecclesia would be such an exciting thing that it would be impossible to prevent personal evangelism (“ambassadorship”) from taking place.

NO “MEMBERSHIP”



The Bible does not speak of “membership” in a church. An individual is automatically a part of the ecclesia when he becomes a Believer. He is not required to do, or sign, anything to become a “member.” 
NO CREEDS BUT THE BIBLE



The Bible is God’s revelation to mankind. Creeds, articles of religion and statements of faith are interpretations of man as to what the Bible says. Let us seek to avoid being biased by the interpretations, opinions or traditions of men; and let us be led by that which God has revealed to us in His Word. “Endeavor to present yourself to God qualified, an unashamed worker ...” (2 Tim 2:15)

UNITY ... AND PATIENCE



God calls us to be in unity with other Believers:

    “...be attuned to the same mind and to 

       the same opinion.”  (1 Corinthians 1:10)

But we must recognize that we do not ALL have a full understanding of the meaning & interpretation of God’s Word, as evidenced by the many different denominations & individual churches that differ from one another on some points. God is patient with us (2 Peter 3:9), and we are called to be patient with others (1 Thessalonians 5:15). Love is patient (1 Cor 13:4). 

MONEY



Our home church has no budget and solicits no contributions. We encourage all Believers to be cheerful givers in response to the Word of God, but each should make his own decisions as to where God is calling him to give. The tithe was a command to Israel, and was not directed to the body of Christ in this present era. Giving is not compulsory. And it need not be directed to an organized church.
“Each according as he has proposed in his heart, not sorrowfully, nor of compulsion, for the gleeful giver is loved by God.” (2 Corinthians 9:7)

We should use the resources God has blessed us with wherever He is calling us to use them, serving as His Ambassadors.

 A CHURCH THAT MEETS IN HOMES












