The Subjunctive Mood in the Greek
From the Article Entitled “That Grace Should Be Increasing” by Jim Coram

 (Unsearchable Riches, Vol 101, No. 5 – Sept 2010)

“… that, even as Sin reigns in death, thus Grace also should be reigning through righteousness , for life eonian, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. What, then, shall we declare? That we may be persisting in sin that grace should be increasing? May it not be coming to that!” (Romans 5:21-6:2)

In the Scriptures, these words “should,” “may,” and “might” are used as verbal auxiliaries indicative of the presence of the subjunctive mood. … [Should] is not used in the sense of an obligation, ought, and none of the renderings [in the Concordant Version] should be so construed.

The subjunctive mood conveys the thought of “subjoined-ness” in the sense of dependency. It speaks of the dependency that obtains between the existence of a certain thing, and that to which it is subjoined, upon which its existence depends.

If that upon which the existence or occurrence of something depends for its existence or occurrence is itself certain, then the dependent thing is certain as well. The subjunctive mood neither expresses nor entails uncertainty.

Lest any man should be boasting in himself (1 Cor 1:29-31; Eph 2:9), it is “in the grace of God” (1 Cor 15:10) that those in Christ enjoy a corresponding measure of faithfulness of service. This is because God has given them a new disposition and a new walk, which, in relation to the measure of grace granted, accords not with the flesh but with the spirit (Romans 8:1-4).
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