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PREFACE.

_____

Many in the church today have certain pre-conceived notions about “worship.” This often leads to arguments and divisions due to differences of opinion concerning worship.

Some believe no instruments should be used in worship. Others believe only an organ or perhaps a piano is appropriate. Others believe the electric sound, including drums, is the only way to worship in today’s church.

But generally speaking the average Believer thinks that worship means gathering with a group (“going to church”) and that it involves singing.

Let us attempt to cast aside any notions we may have as to what we think worship means, and let us search the Scriptures to find the meaning of and the means for worship as God has revealed to us in His Word.

Worship: Approaching God
The word translated worship in our Bibles is the Greek “proskuneo.”  Breaking down the elements of this word, we find a literal meaning would be:


PROS: Toward


KUNEO: Teem

To “teem toward” the object of worship would be to “come toward” or to “approach.” 

Based on the word itself, then, worship of God would seem to be an approaching of God in some way ... a coming toward Him.

Bringing gifts
When the magi came to worship the infant Jesus, their worship was accompanied by the bringing of gifts.


“And, coming into the house, they perceived the


little Boy with Mary, His mother, and, falling, they


worship Him. And opening their treasures, they bring


Him approach presents, gold and frankincense and


myrrh.” (Matthew 2:11)

We note that here the object of worship was physically present. In this present age the passage that comes to mind is:


“I am entreating you, then, brethren, by the pities of


God, to present your bodies a sacrifice, living, holy, well


pleasing to God, your logical divine service, and not to be


configured to this eon, but to be transformed by the 


renewing of your mind, for you to be testing what is


the will of God, good and well pleasing and perfect.”


(Romans 12:1-2)

Could it be that this presentation of our bodies as a sacrifice is the modern-age equivalent of the bringing of gifts as a form of worship? That which is of the flesh has passed, and we now worship in spirit:


“Beware of the maimcision, for we are the circumcision


who are offering divine service in the spirit of God, and


are glorying in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in


flesh.” (Philippians 3:3)

Worship accompanied by “falling down”
We also note of the magi ...


“And, coming into the house, they perceived the


little Boy with Mary, His mother, and, falling, they


worship Him.” (Matthew 2:11)

In this context worship was accompanied by a physical posture ... falling down. We do not yet conclude that worship always must take this form, but we observe it to be the case here.

And we note once again that the magi came before Jesus in a physical way, whereas today we worship God without seeing Him physically.

Another case where we see falling down associated with worship, and where the object of worship is physically present is when Satan asks Jesus to worship him.


“All these to you will I be giving, if ever, falling down,


you should be worshiping me.” (Matthew 4:9)

Of course Satan is not to be worshipped ... and in this context Jesus did not worship him. But we can still learn something about worship by the way in which the word is used.

When Jesus told the parable of the unmerciful servant we read:


“Falling down, then, that slave worshiped him,


saying, ‘Lord be patient with me, and I will


pay you all!’” (Matthew 18:28)

Here worship is linked to both falling down and speaking. And in speaking the worshipper recognizes the position and power of the master to grant his petition. 

When Peter entered Cornelius’ home, Cornelius:


“... meeting with him, falling at his feet, worships.”


Acts 10:25)

Again the posture is falling down, but the substance of the worship is perhaps the ascribing of honor to the object of worship. 

We see the same combination ... falling down and speaking ... in John’s revelation of some events to take place in heaven:


“... the twenty four elders, also, will be falling before


Him Who is sitting on the throne and will be worshiping


Him Who is living for the eons of the eons (Amen!).


And they are casting their wreaths before the throne,


saying, ‘Worthy art Thou, O Lord, our Lord and God,


to get glory and honor and power; for Thou dost


create all, and because of Thy will they were, and


are created.” (Revelation 4:10)

And again in chapter 7


“And all the messengers stood around the throne and


the elders and the four animals. And they fall on their


faces before the throne and worship God, saying, 


‘Amen!’ Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanks


and honor and power and strength be our God’s for


the eons of the eons. Amen!” (Revelation 7:11)

Thus far in every instance where worship involved a “falling down,” the object of worship is in the physical presence of the worshiper. But Paul tells us of the effects of an unbeliever observing those who are prophesying in the ecclesia:


“The hidden things of his heart are becoming apparent,


and thus, falling on his face, he will be worshiping God


reporting that God really is among you.” 


(1 Corinthians 14:25)

Not to say that the falling down was a necessity ... but it was the posture chosen by this hypothetical worshiper. But the ingredient important to worship in this instance is the acknowledgement that God was really among them.

We see a slightly different twist in Revelation 19:


“And I fall in front of his feet to worship him.”


(Revelation 19:10)

Here it appears that the falling down is not just accompanying worship ... but it seems that the act of falling down is the act of worship. Instead of using words, the act of falling down is expressing the ascribing of honor in place of words.

Likewise John later relays:


“And when I hear and observe, I fall to worship in


front of the feet of the messenger...” (Revelation 22:8)

No singing
We note that in all of the above cases, there is nothing to imply that singing was involved in the act of worship.

Worship while leaning on one’s staff
We see a different posture for worship in Hebrews.


“By faith Jacob, when dying, blesses each of the sons


of Joseph, and worships, leaning on the top of his


staff.” (Hebrews 11:21)

Not every instance of worship, then, involved a physical falling down.

Ascribing honor to the object of worship
When a leper asks Jesus for healing, we read:


“And lo! a leper, coming to Him, worshiped Him,


saying, ‘Lord, if Thou shouldst be willing, Thou


canst cleanse me!’” (Matthew 8:2)

As the leper asks Jesus for healing, he worships not by singing, but by saying something. As we examine what the leper actually says, it seems that worship may be taking place thru the manner in which Jesus is approached, and the honor given to Him by the leper as he says, “If you are willing, you have the ability to heal me.” So worship could be ascribing the power to heal to Jesus, as the leper approaches and asks for healing.

A similar episode takes place when a “chief” approaches Jesus asking for his daughter to be revived from death.


“One approaching Him, a chief, worshiped Him, saying,


‘My daughter just now deceases, but come and place Thy 


hand on her, and she shall live.’” (Matthew 9:18)

Worship seems to take place not just by the “saying,” but by what is being said ... by ascribing power to the object of worship ... in this case the power to revive one from the dead.

When the Canaanite woman approaches Jesus asking for help, we read:


“Yet she, coming, worships Him, saying, ‘Lord


help me!’” (Matthew 15:25

Worship seems to consist of the act of speaking. But once again we examine what is being said by the worshipper ... and it is the ascribing of power to the object of worship.

Similarly when Jesus calms the sea, we read:


“Now those in the ship worship Him, saying,


‘Truly, God’s Son art Thou!’” (Matthew 14:33)

All that is mentioned of this act of worship is that something was said. But once again, we note what is being said ... the ascribing of honor to Jesus. 

When Jesus encounters a man with an unclean spirit, we read:


“And perceiving Jesus from afar, he ran and worships


Him, and, crying with a loud voice, he is saying, ‘What


is it to me and to Thee, Jesus, Son of God Most High!


I am adjuring Thee by God: Not me shouldst Thou be


tormenting!’” (Mark 5:6)

Here it is actually the unclean spirit that is worshipping Jesus. And note the progression. He approaches Jesus ... he worships ... and he speaks. It is not the approaching that is worship. And it is not the speaking that is worship. But both are related. And in this encounter we see the worshipper is ascribing to the object of worship honor and power ... in this case the power to torment or not to torment.

Worship at a festival
In John 12:20 we read of some Greeks among those going up to worship at the festival. They come to Philip, and they asked him:


“Lord, we want to become acquainted with Jesus.”


(John 12:21)

Here worship appears to be a “coming toward” and a desire to “become acquainted with” the object of worship.

False worship
As Jesus was being prepared for crucifixion, we read that those involved:


“... beat His head with a reed and spat on Him and,


kneeling, they worshiped Him.” (Mark 15:19)

In this case the worship was a mocking of the object of worship. But even here worship was accompanied by a posture (kneeling) and most probably the ascribing of honor to the object of worship (albeit sarcastically in this example).

Worship linked to serving
When Jesus rejects Satan’s request for worship, He replies:


“The Lord your God shall you be worshipping,


And to Him only shall you be offering divine


service.” (Matthew 4:10 ... from Deuteronomy 6:13)

“Divine service” is actually a different word in the Greek ... “latreia.” But here we note the connection between worshipping God and offering service (“divine service”) to Him. 

Again we are reminded of the Romans 12 passage which speaks of our “divine service” within the Body of Christ.


“I am entreating you, then, brethren, by the pities of


God, to present your bodies a sacrifice, living, holy, well


pleasing to God, your logical divine service, and not to be


configured to this eon, but to be transformed by the 


renewing of your mind, for you to be testing what is


the will of God, good and well pleasing and perfect.”


(Romans 12:1-2)

Would the presentation of our bodies as a sacrifice be the manner in which we worship today?

In spirit and truth
Jesus signals a change in proper worship as He speaks to the Samaritan woman:


“... coming is an hour when neither in this mountain


nor in Jerusalem shall you be worshiping the Father.


You are worshiping that of which we are aware, for


salvation is of the Jews. But coming is the hour, and


now is, when the true worshipers will be worshiping


the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father also is


seeking such to be worshiping Him. God is spirit, and


those who are worshiping Him must be worshiping in


spirit and truth.” (John 4:20)

Clearly Jesus is signalling a change from a physical worship in a physical place (Jerusalem) to a worship “in spirit and truth.” The redirecting of the physical to the spiritual was a continuing theme in Jesus’ ministry.

As we consider the other examples of worship already mentioned, is true worship found in the falling down or other postures employed; or in the attitude of the worshiper ... however worship is physically expressed ... as glory and honor and power are ascribed to God?

Individual Worship
Thus far we have seen worship taking place, for the most part, by individuals. Often today we think that worship requires us to gather with a group, but this has not been the case with the various individuals who have approached the object of worship. Is it necessary, then, to “go to church” or to gather with others at all to worship?

Corporate worship
We read of an Ethiopian eunuch:


“... who had come, to be worshiping, to Jerusalem.”


(Acts 8:27)

Here was a man who was unacquainted with Jesus until Philip opens his eyes to Jesus. He was obviously journeying to Jerusalem to worship the God of the Jews. 

This example appears to be the closest thus far to the worship found in most churches of our day. The man was going to a physical place where others would be present, to worship God. 

Paul also observed corporate worship.


“... it is not more than twelve days since I went up


to worship in Jerusalem.” (Acts 24:11)

True, Paul was a Jew ... and he sought to be all things to all men in order to save some. But we see that even the apostle to the Gentiles did gather with others to worship in Jerusalem.

Praise
Another word used in Scripture connected with worship is praise (“aineo” in the Greek). 


“And suddenly with the messenger there came to be


a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and


saying, ‘Glory to God among the highest! And on


earth, peace, among men, delight!” (Luke 2:13)


“And the shepherds return, glorifying and praising


God for all that which they hear and perceived,


according as it was spoken to them.” (Luke 2:20)


“Now at His already drawing near to the descent of


the mount of Olives, the entire multitude of the


disciples begins rejoicing, praising God with a loud


voice concerning all the powerful deeds which they


perceived, saying, ‘Blessed be the King coming in


the name of the Lord!’” (Luke 19:37)

In these instances we see much similarity between “praise” and “worship.” In the latter example the act of praise is done “with a loud voice,” so it appears to be an expression ascribing majesty to the object of praise. 

It appears, then, that praise is a means employed for worshiping. This seems to be substantiated in the following example from Hebrews:


“Through Him, then, we may be offering up the 


sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the


fruit of lips avowing His name.” (Hebrews 13:15)

Praise is here defined as “the fruit of lips avowing His name.” But it is interesting to note that it is to occur “continually,” not just in certain contexts or places. Believers, in keeping God ever at the forefront, make it a habit continually to praise Him.

Summary
As we have observed in Scripture, worship may involve groups of people gathering, or it may take place when individuals approach the object of worship on their own. 

Some of our brethren see their every action as worship, done for the glory of God. The Shakers believed that this included the making of furniture and the tending of a garden. Offered in the proper spirit, these acts become a means of approaching God and offering divine service to Him.

There are a variety of worship postures found in Scripture, but as we worship in spirit and truth it would seem that the physical posture used by the worshiper is not important. What appears to be important is the ascribing of honor to God, the object of our worship.

We recall that in Old Testament times God’s glory was present in the temple and He called His people to worship Him there. But today we need not approach a particular place (or building) to approach God. 


“Are you not aware that you are a temple of God and


the spirit of God is making its home in you?”


(1 Corinthians 3:16)

For this reason, while we can learn from Old Testament examples of worship, we must take care to remember that the physical temple of the Old Testament has been replaced by the Body of Christ. That which was physical in the past has become the model for that which is spiritual in the present. 

We conclude that worship may take a variety of forms, and none should judge the form used by others. God is spirit, and true worship is in spirit and truth ... not in physical acts or appearances. And if any choose to observe the elements found in Scripture that may not be directly pertinent to us today:


“And whoever shall observe the elements by this


rule, peace be on them, and mercy...” (Galatians 6:16)
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